
 

 

 

 

 

Creating and Reporting External Identifiers for the 
Cannabis Central Reporting System (CCRS) 
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Defining External Identifiers 

External Identifiers are unique identifiers used to describe information provided to the Cannabis 
Central Reporting System (CCRS). Licensees create and record each identifier used. This 
unique identifier can be used by licensees as cannabis moves through its product lifecycle.  

If using a software program for inventory, there may already be an identifier to use that can be 
reported as the external identifier. All reports (except strain report) use required external 
identifiers. Maintaining a database of external identifiers used to report to CCRS is necessary to 
address error messages from the system.  

Understanding External Identifiers and what they represent when uploading to CCRS: 

The order of the External Identifiers listed below is based on the Order of Operation required 
when submitting CSV files to CCRS. Please note, not all files have external identifiers, this 
document covers those that do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

File dependencies and order of operations for CCRS file uploads 
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Area.CSV: Areas represent physical locations at licensed facilities where plants and inventory 
are located. The External Identifier, Column D is the reported physical location at the licensed 
premises. This identifier is only for the Area report and is not referenced anywhere else. 

 

Product.CSV: This report captures the category and sub-category of the cannabis products 
created. The External Identifier, Column G, refers to the type of product created.  This identifier 
is only for the Product report and is not referenced anywhere else. 

 

Inventory.CSV: This report is for the physical inventory that exists at a facility. The External 
Identifier, Column I, refers to the actual product in the inventory. This identifier is the same 
identifier that is placed on the end product as a SKU/barcode. 

 

Inventory Adjustment.CSV: The inventory adjustments report records increases or decreases 
of inventory on-hand for a defined reason. The External Identifier, Column B, is the same 

Example InventoryAdjustment.CSV 

Example Inventory.CSV 

Example Product.CSV 

Example Area.CSV 

Example of InventoryAdjustment.CSV 
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external identifier reported for the product on the Inventory.CSV (Column I). The External 
Identifier, Column G, represents the adjustment being submitted to CCRS. 

Inventory Transfers.CSV: Inventory transfer files record the receipt of inventory transferred 
into a licensee’s possession. The “From” Inventory External Identifier, Column C, is the external 
identifier reported for the product on the senders Inventory.CSV. The “To” Inventory External 
Identifier, Column D, is the external identifier reported for the product on the recipients 
Inventory.CSV. The External Identifier, Column G, represents the transfer being submitted to 
CCRS.  

 

*Please note: if a licensee is changing the identifier as it enters their system, the Inventory 
Transfer needs to be completed with the original identifier and new identifier. This is one of the 
reports used for traceability.  

 

Plant.CSV: This report is for individual plants at a licensed facility that are in their vegetative or 
flowering phases. The Plant Identifier, Column B, represents the plant tag that is located on the 
physical plant. The Mother Plant External Identifier, Column H represents the mother plant a 
clone came from. The External Identifier, Column K represent this plant’s information submitted 
to CCRS. 

 

Plant Destruction.CSV: This report records removal of a plant for a defined reason. The Plant 
Identifier, Column B, represents the plant tag that is located on the physical plant. The External 
Identifier, Column G, represents the destruction submitted to CCRS. 

Example InventoryTransfer.CSV 

Example of Plant.CSV 

Example of Plant Destruction.CSV 
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Plant Transfer.CSV: Records the receipt of plants transferred into a licensee’s possession. The 
“From” External Plant Identifier, Column C, represents the Plant Identifier submitted by the 
sending license on a plant.CSV. The “To” External Plant Identifier, Column D, represents the 
Plant Identifier submitted on the plant.CSV by the recipient.  The External Identifier, Column F, 
represents this transfer being submitted to CCRS.  

 

Sale.CSV: This report records wholesale and retail transactions of inventory and plants and 
defines quantity and date of a sale. The Inventory External Identifier, Column C, is the External 
Identifier reported for the product on the Inventory.CSV. The Plant External Identifier, Column D, 
represents the plant tag that is located on the physical plant and reported on the Plant.CSV.  
The Sale External Identifier, Column L, represents the reported sale being submitted to CCRS. 

 

Inventory External identifiers for sublots: 
It is recommended that licensees not change the External Identifiers when sending products 
between licensees. 

Additionally, it is recommended that a licensee create a single identifier for bulk lots and use the 
same identifier when sending a quality control sample to a certified lab. This ensures the test 
results are connected to the bulk lot and not just a sample. 

*Please note: When opening .csv files in excel, any external identifier that is numeric only and 
does not contain any alpha or special characters, will convert to scientific notation if over 15 
digits long. Licensees need to confirm that external identifiers are in numeric format in their 
system and confirm that the External Identifier is not being converted prior to uploading to 
CCRS.  

Creating external identifiers using an alpha-numeric combination or including a special 
character such as a dash will stop the cell from converting.  
Example: HG4586485896354 or 12-153541531534. 

 

 Example of Plant Transfer.CSV 

Example Sales.CSV 
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If you have questions about how to use identifiers or other CCRS questions, please visit our 
FAQ’s  or contact  examiners@lcb.wa.gov  

https://lcb.wa.gov/ccrs/faq
mailto:examiners@lcb.wa.gov
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