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Hello! I’m the

Public Health 

Education

Liaison



Public Health



Education

Internal: What about public health 

and prevention science is important 

for us at LCB to consider and act 

upon?

External: What are we doing at LCB 

that other public health focused 

agencies, communities want to know 

about?



Research and analysis

 Requests for information and materials - broad 
audience, including statewide organizations, 
state agencies, other states and countries, local 
jurisdictions, and researchers.

 Policy/legislative/rule-making information is 
basis for large number of requests

 Questions are often complex, needing additional 
follow-up.

 Collaborations with other agencies and statewide 
organizations has been critical for consistent 
messaging, economies of scale, and broader 
outreach.



Policy Work
Key areas 

 LCB Legislative Team

 Weekly interagency calls during legislative session

 DOH, DBHR, OSPI, WASAVP, etc.

 Informational emails to stakeholders regarding 

legislation, rules

 Responses to requests for legislative/rulemaking 

information

 Actively engage prevention, public health and 

community groups in our rule making processes



Engagement

External

 Webinars and presentations to public health 
partners.

 Prevention Roundtables

 Training on how to get involved with rule making

 Education web pages (currently being revised) –
stay tuned!

 Connecting communities with Enforcement 
officers

Internal

 Sharing relevant report and articles via email

 Prevention education series to come



Visits April 2019 – January 2020



Prevention Voices

Marijuana Packaging 

and Labeling 

Listen & Learn 

October 11, 2019



Liaison



Coordination with Agencies

 WA Healthy Youth Coalition – Co-Chair

 Communications Team

 Advisory for DOH Media campaigns

 WA Poison Center - data collection and policy 
work

 Department of Health – development of 
educational materials (consumers, youth, 
parents and other influential adults), YMPEP 
program



 Healthy Youth Survey Planning Committee

 Planning for 2020 survey (October)

http://www.askhys.net/
http://www.askhys.net/


Coordination with Agencies 

(cont.)

 Strategic Prevention Enhancement Policy 
Consortium 

 WA Impaired Driving Advisory Committee 
(WIDAC)

 HCA Department of Behavioral Health and 
Recovery

 UW Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute 
(research and education coordination)

 DOH – Vape-Associated Lung Injury response



Responding to things like VALI

 2,561 VALI cases reported nationally, including 

55 deaths as of December 27, 2019



15

Vaping-associated Lung Injury Reported 

to CDC*

 67% are male

 78% of patients are 

under 35 years old

 ~80% reported using 

THC-containing 

products

 ~54% reported using 

nicotine-containing 

products

 THC-containing 

products playing a 

major role

 ~13% reported only 

using nicotine-

containing products

*Note: Case counts as of December 
10, 2019; characteristics as of 
December 3, 2019
Source: Centers for Disease Control 
(https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic
_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-
disease.html

Legend 
Number of lung injury cases per state

https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-disease.html
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Vaping-associated Lung Injury Reported 

in Washington*

 21 cases 

 57% male

 48% <30 years old

 43% reported using 

THC-containing and 

nicotine products

 14% reported using 

THC-containing 

products only

 43% reported only 

using nicotine-

containing products

 10% unknown 

*Note: Data as of December 12, 2019. No new cases reported since then.
Source: Department of Health



 Consumer warnings

 Ingredient disclosure (marijuana licensees only)

 Enforcement of bans 

 Immediately ban identified causes of the outbreak

o Vitamin E acetate banned by State Board of Health 

11/18

 Legislation

LCB’s Responsibilities



What does 

Prevention work 

in Washington

look like?



Click 

HERE for 

a link to 

the 

Strategic 

Plan.

https://www.theathenaforum.org/substance-use-disorder-prevention-and-mental-health-promotion-five-year-strategic-plan






Acronym soup

 YMPEP from DOH

 CPWI from DBHR

 DFC from SAMHSA



Goal: Prevent 

Washington youth from 

using and abusing 

alcohol, marijuana, 

tobacco and vapor 

products.





• Education

• Policy change

• Environmental change 

• Skill building for 

individuals and families

• Working with retailers



2020 Vision

 Build Prevention and Public Health engagement in our 

rulemaking process: can we achieve parity?

 Outreach to wider range of Washington communities 

with training and skill building sessions



to working together

towards prevention 

and public health


