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Background

During the 2025 Legislative Session, the Washington State Legislature passed
HB 1636, HB 1698, and 2SSB 5786 into law. These bills made explicit
amendments to several statutes (RCWs) upon which dozens of LCB rules
(WACs) are based. Because LCB rules must align with existing statute, and the
LCB has no discretion regarding the implementation of the changes made in
statute, the LCB has utilized the expedited rulemaking process in adherence with
RCW 34.05.353, to adopt various rule amendments.

In addition to aligning rules with these new statutory changes, the LCB also
adopted other miscellaneous rule changes that are explicitly dictated by statute,
over which the Board has no discretion regarding implementation. These
changes include typographical corrections and the repeal of temporary provisions
in rule allowing for the delivery of certain alcoholic beverages during the Covid-19
pandemic that have since been repealed in statute.

Rule Necessity

This rulemaking is needed to align existing rules with HB 1636, Chapter 95, Laws
of 2025; HB 1698, Chapter 167, Laws of 2025; and 2SSB 5786, Chapter 343,
Laws of 2025 and correct other areas where rule is not currently aligned with
statute.

Description of Rule Changes

The amendments to the existing rules include:

4 WAC sections were amended to align with House Bill 1636, which eliminated
the 24 liter per transaction limit imposed on licensees with an endorsement to sell

or resell alcohol to other retailers licensed to sell alcohol for on-premises
consumption.
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13 WAC sections were amended to align with House Bill 1698, which revised
terminology to include the defined term “on-premises licensed facility” and
updated Mandatory Alcohol Server Training (MAST) requirements. The military
installation permit and public house license were also eliminated.

34 WAC sections were amended to align with Second Substitute Senate Bill
5786, which updated most alcohol license, permit, and endorsement fees.

5 WAC sections were amended and 1 WAC section was repealed to correct
miscellaneous typographical errors and align with various other statutory
changes that took effect during or before 2025.

Further details regarding specific WAC changes and specific statutory authority
for these changes can be found in the CR-105 memo, which was submitted with
the CR-105 filing (WSR 25-23-073).

Expedited Rulemaking

Per RCW 34.05.353 (1)(b), the proposed rule changes qualify for expedited
rulemaking because the rules, “adopt or incorporate by reference without
material change... Washington state statutes.”

Per RCW 34.05.353 (6), any person may file a written objection to expedited
rulemaking within 45 days of the CR-105 notice, which was published in the
Washington State Register on December 3, 2025. Provided that no objections
are received, the CR-103 will be filed on January 20, 2026, the earliest
permissible date to do so.

Because all rule changes included in this rulemaking order are required by
current state statutes, RCW 34.05.380 (3)(a) allows for these rules to become
effective immediately upon filing.
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