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External Email

Good afternoon,

Attached please find a completed rule petition, along with attached documents. Please let me
know if you need anything else from me.

Thanks,
David
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I am an owner of Goliath Pines, LLC, doing business as the Vancouver Weedery, and am filing this petition to ask that action be taken to prevent unfair and illegitimate business practices by certain chains of cannabis retailers, specifically Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery, that are in violation of the administrative rules of the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board (“WSLCB”) as established in WAC 314-55-018. 

Both Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery have locations in close proximity to the Vancouver Weedery in the Hazel Dell area of Clark County. They are also chains, giving them both sufficient market share to carry out this illegitimate scheme. The Herbery operates a total of five stores in the Vancouver area (the maximum allowed by law), and Main Street Marijuana has four.

Specifically, these retailers have been leveraging their larger market power to pressure processors into not doing business with the Vancouver Weedery in an effort to drive our store out of business. They have been pressuring cannabis processors to refuse to sell to us, and threatening to stop ordering any of those processors’ products across their chains if they refuse to comply. All of the larger processors have acquiesced, and we therefore haven't been able to keep various well-known, popular brands in our store and have had to keep switching our product offerings. We have also been informed by multiple processors that Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery have been refusing to purchase their product if they do business with the Vancouver Weedery. 

The Vancouver Weedery has attempted to work around this unfair practice by stocking the shelves with products from processors that do not already sell to Main Street Marijuana or The Herbery. However, ratcheting up their illegitimate scheme, Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery contacted the processors of our top-selling products and told them they could get into their chains of stores (a total of 9) if they stop selling their products to the Vancouver Weedery. As a result, nearly every single product that has once had any success being sold at the Vancouver Weedery has become unavailable to us (and therefore our customers) only a few weeks after the product first appeared on our shelves. 

WAC 314-55-018(1) states as follows: “No industry member or licensee shall enter into any agreement which causes undue influence over another licensee or industry member.” It further states: “No cannabis producer or processor shall advance and no cannabis licensee shall receive money or moneys' worth under an agreement written or unwritten[.]”

In this case, Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery are making agreements with multiple processors that create undue influence over those processors. In those agreements, Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery have required that processors do not sell any of their products to the Vancouver Weedery—a form of “moneys’ worth” as contemplated by the rule.

The WSLCB has stated that “a retailer requiring the producer or processor to engage in prohibited practices as a condition of doing business” violates this rule, as does even the offer of “Volume discounts” or “Discount of product to one retailer over another,” to say nothing of wholesale refusal to do business with a given retailer as part and parcel of this illegitimate scheme. Please see the attached Bulletin No. 23-01, sent via email by the Enforcement and Education division of the WSLCB on April 28, 2023. 

However, we have spoken with dozens of processors and other retailers throughout the State of Washington and have learned that this practice is very widespread and is also affecting many other cannabis licensees. Nearly every cannabis processor and nearly every cannabis retailer is either engaging in this practice or being victimized by the practice. Despite first bringing this issue to the attention of WSLCB enforcement agents around six months ago, and repeatedly since, these unfair and illegal practices by Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery have continued with no change. 

We have furthermore been reliably informed that these stores are hoping to drive the Vancouver Weedery out of business entirely. However, even in the absence of proof of this intent, there can be no doubt that the effect of these stores’ practices will be to put the Vancouver Weedery out of business. We are hopeful the WSLCB will not stand by and let this happen.

Unfortunately, these stores’ desires to drive the Vancouver Weedery out of business are close to coming to fruition. The store has been struggling to garner a sufficient customer base since it opened in February 2025, an issue significantly attributable to its diminished product offerings (despite the best efforts of our purchasing manager, who has many years of experience making purchases for a successful cannabis retailer).

Therefore, further clarification of this rule is manifestly needed. The rule could be amended to more explicitly prohibit this non-compliant practice. The WSLCB should also send a notice to all licensees letting them know that WAC 314-55-018 makes agreements between licensees requiring one licensee to deny the sale of products to third parties, or to sell at a different price to third parties, a violation. 

I would also ask that the WSLCB makes sure the clarification has some teeth—by threatening license revocation for those found to be violating the rules, and investigating and appropriately penalizing the retailers propagating this scheme. I have also submitted a report to the Enforcement and Education division formally notifying them of this widespread illegal practice, with suggestions as to how to uncover and combat it. However, given that to date Enforcement has been unwilling or unable to take action, it is incumbent on the Board to clarify this rule, and see to it that it is not broken in such widespread and flagrant fashion.
















I am an owner of Goliath Pines, LLC, doing business as the Vancouver Weedery, and am filing this 
petition to ask that action be taken to prevent unfair and illegitimate business practices by certain 
chains of cannabis retailers, specifically Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery, that are in 
violation of the administrative rules of the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board 
(“WSLCB”) as established in WAC 314-55-018.  

Both Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery have locations in close proximity to the Vancouver 
Weedery in the Hazel Dell area of Clark County. They are also chains, giving them both sufficient 
market share to carry out this illegitimate scheme. The Herbery operates a total of five stores in 
the Vancouver area (the maximum allowed by law), and Main Street Marijuana has four. 

Specifically, these retailers have been leveraging their larger market power to pressure processors 
into not doing business with the Vancouver Weedery in an effort to drive our store out of 
business. They have been pressuring cannabis processors to refuse to sell to us, and threatening 
to stop ordering any of those processors’ products across their chains if they refuse to comply. All 
of the larger processors have acquiesced, and we therefore haven't been able to keep various 
well-known, popular brands in our store and have had to keep switching our product offerings. 
We have also been informed by multiple processors that Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery 
have been refusing to purchase their product if they do business with the Vancouver Weedery.  

The Vancouver Weedery has attempted to work around this unfair practice by stocking the 
shelves with products from processors that do not already sell to Main Street Marijuana or The 
Herbery. However, ratcheting up their illegitimate scheme, Main Street Marijuana and The 
Herbery contacted the processors of our top-selling products and told them they could get into 
their chains of stores (a total of 9) if they stop selling their products to the Vancouver Weedery. 
As a result, nearly every single product that has once had any success being sold at the Vancouver 
Weedery has become unavailable to us (and therefore our customers) only a few weeks after the 
product first appeared on our shelves.  

WAC 314-55-018(1) states as follows: “No industry member or licensee shall enter into any 
agreement which causes undue influence over another licensee or industry member.” It further 
states: “No cannabis producer or processor shall advance and no cannabis licensee shall receive 
money or moneys' worth under an agreement written or unwritten[.]” 

In this case, Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery are making agreements with multiple 
processors that create undue influence over those processors. In those agreements, Main Street 
Marijuana and The Herbery have required that processors do not sell any of their products to the 
Vancouver Weedery—a form of “moneys’ worth” as contemplated by the rule. 

The WSLCB has stated that “a retailer requiring the producer or processor to engage in prohibited 
practices as a condition of doing business” violates this rule, as does even the offer of “Volume 



discounts” or “Discount of product to one retailer over another,” to say nothing of wholesale 
refusal to do business with a given retailer as part and parcel of this illegitimate scheme. Please 
see the attached Bulletin No. 23-01, sent via email by the Enforcement and Education division of 
the WSLCB on April 28, 2023.  

However, we have spoken with dozens of processors and other retailers throughout the State of 
Washington and have learned that this practice is very widespread and is also affecting many 
other cannabis licensees. Nearly every cannabis processor and nearly every cannabis retailer is 
either engaging in this practice or being victimized by the practice. Despite first bringing this issue 
to the attention of WSLCB enforcement agents around six months ago, and repeatedly since, 
these unfair and illegal practices by Main Street Marijuana and The Herbery have continued with 
no change.  

We have furthermore been reliably informed that these stores are hoping to drive the Vancouver 
Weedery out of business entirely. However, even in the absence of proof of this intent, there can 
be no doubt that the effect of these stores’ practices will be to put the Vancouver Weedery out 
of business. We are hopeful the WSLCB will not stand by and let this happen. 

Unfortunately, these stores’ desires to drive the Vancouver Weedery out of business are close to 
coming to fruition. The store has been struggling to garner a sufficient customer base since it 
opened in February 2025, an issue significantly attributable to its diminished product offerings 
(despite the best efforts of our purchasing manager, who has many years of experience making 
purchases for a successful cannabis retailer). 

Therefore, further clarification of this rule is manifestly needed. The rule could be amended to 
more explicitly prohibit this non-compliant practice. The WSLCB should also send a notice to all 
licensees letting them know that WAC 314-55-018 makes agreements between licensees 
requiring one licensee to deny the sale of products to third parties, or to sell at a different price 
to third parties, a violation.  

I would also ask that the WSLCB makes sure the clarification has some teeth—by threatening 
license revocation for those found to be violating the rules, and investigating and appropriately 
penalizing the retailers propagating this scheme. I have also submitted a report to the 
Enforcement and Education division formally notifying them of this widespread illegal practice, 
with suggestions as to how to uncover and combat it. However, given that to date Enforcement 
has been unwilling or unable to take action, it is incumbent on the Board to clarify this rule, and 
see to it that it is not broken in such widespread and flagrant fashion. 








