
 
 

Bill Description:  Concerning cannabis retailer advertising 

Bill Number: ESB  5206 

Sponsor: Sen. Drew MacEwan 

Effective Date: Jan. 1, 2026 

Amends: RCW 69.50.369 

 

Background: Current law limits the signage licensed cannabis retailers may use to identify their 
stores. Except for billboards, retailers are limited to two signs identifying the store by its trade 
name and the type of business it is. These signs may be no larger than 1,600 square inches.  

The content of the signs is regulated by the Liquor and Cannabis Board (LCB), which restricts 
the use of any imagery that may be appealing to children, including the use of commercial 
mascots near the business.  

Outdoor advertising and billboards are prohibited in certain areas, such as malls, arenas, and 
stadiums. Retailers may not use transit advertising. If signs within a retailer are visible from the 
outside, they are subject to the same requirements as outdoor signage.  

A city, town, or county can adopt signage restrictions that are more restrictive than the state, but 
they are responsible for enforcing those restrictions.  

 

Summary: The limit of two outdoor signs is increased to four signs, not including the trade 
name signs or billboards. These advertising signs must be affixed to the building on the side of 
the main entrance or be hanging in the windows of the licensed location on the same side as 
the main entrance. The business may still use two trade name signs that do not count towards 
the limit of four advertising signs. The limit of 1,600 square inches for trade name signs is 
removed, with local governments tasked with enforcing any restrictions on these signs.  

Any signs smaller than 512 square inches are not considered advertising signs if they do not 
include trade names, brand names, or pictures of cannabis products.  

Restrictions on sign content (such as images appealing to children) remain. In addition, any 
signs, including advertising signs, may not relate to alcohol, tobacco, or motor vehicles/driving. 
No cannabis advertising is permitted in licensed tobacco or vapor product stores.  

Adopt-a-highway signs under a partnership with the State Department of Transportation do not 
count towards advertising sign limits.  

 


