
 
 

Bill Description: Updating liquor permit and licensing provisions 

Bill Number: HB 1698 

Sponsor: Rep. Kevin Waters  

Effective Date: July 27, 2025 

Amends: RCW 66.20.010, RCW 66.20.300, RCW 66.20.310, and RCW 66.20.320; and repeals 
RCW 66.24.580 

 

Background: An alcohol server permit is required for people who serve, mix, sell, or handle the 
sale of alcohol for on-premises consumption. The permit is issued after the successful 
completion of a mandatory alcohol server training and an examination. A class 12 permit is 
issued for individuals who are at least 21 years old, and a class 12 permit is used for servers 18 
- 20 years old. All people applying for a class 13 permit must watch a specified training video. In 
current law (RCW 66.20.300 (4)), there is a long list of license types identified as the types 
whose servers must have MAST permits, seeming to exclude other license types. However, 
RCW 66.20.310(2)c states that no licensee can employee “any person without the person first 
having a valid class 12 or class 13 permit.”  

Among several special permits detailed in RCW chapter 66.20 there is a requirement for military 
installations in the state to buy liquor for use on those installations.  

A public house licensee is one of many liquor licenses included in RCW chapter 66.24. It allows 
a licensee to brew between 250 gallons and 2,400 barrels of beer on the premises, to sell that 
beer at retail for consumption on site, to sell wine/beer not made on premise for on-premise 
consumption if bought from a licensed distributor/wholesaler, and to apply for a spirits, beer, and 
wine restaurant license at the same location.  

 

Summary: The bill amends the definitions in RCW 66.20.010 to define “on-premise licensed 
facility” and requires servers in all such establishments to hold a MAST permit. This removed 
the ambiguity in current law, making it clear that servers in all on-premise license types must 
have a permit, while people whose job does not include serving alcohol do not.  

The permit requiring military installations is repealed, as is the public house license type. No 
establishments held this license type at the time of the bill’s passage.  

 


