Washington State
Liquor and Cannabis Board

Bill Description: Eliminating the per transaction limit for wine and spirit sales
Bill Number: HB 1636

Sponsor: Rep. Mike Volz

Effective Date: July 27, 2025

Amends: RCW 66.24.035, 66.24.179, 66.24.360, and 66.24.630

Background: In general, licensees that sell or serve alcohol to the public buy that alcohol from
distributors. However, many license types that sell alcohol to the public — including restaurants
and bars, wine retailers, and grocery stores — have been allowed to buy alcohol from other
alcohol retailers. This would allow them to stock up if they needed products before a distributor
could deliver it to them. However, no single sale from another retailer could exceed 24 liters.

The LCB'’s interpretation was that this single sale cap meant that a retailer who wanted to buy

more than 24 liters would have to make multiple purchases — that is, they would need to keep

each individual purchase order below the single sale cap, but there was no aggregate cap that
limited total purchases from another retailer.

Summary

HB 1636 eliminates the 24-liter cap in state law for spirits, beer, and wine restaurants, grocery
stores, spirits retailers, and beer/wine specialty shops.



