
 
 

Bill Description:  Modernizing the regulation of alcohol service in public spaces 

Bill Number: HB 1515 

Sponsor: Rep. Julia Reed  

Effective Date: July 27, 2025 

Amends: RCW 66.24.380, RCW 66.24.710, RCW 66.08.030, RCW 66.44.100, RCW 
66.24.690, and adds new sections.  

Background: Certain liquor licensees may engage in alcohol service in public spaces. For 
outdoor alcohol service and extended indoor alcohol service in public spaces, a licensee must 
request approval from the Liquor and Cannabis Board (LCB) licensing division and meet the 
following requirements:  

• The licensed business must have a permit from their local jurisdiction allowing the 
business to use a publicly owned space as a service area;   

• The licensee must have a building that provides indoor dining or production in order to 
qualify for an alcohol service area;  

• The alcohol service area must be enclosed with a permanent or movable barrier that is a 
minimum of 42 inches in height. However, licensees with outdoor alcohol service areas 
contiguous to the licensed premises may use a permanent, fence-free demarcation 
instead of a permanent or movable barrier that is a minimum of 42 inches tall. This 
barrier exception does not apply to beer gardens, standing-room-only venues, and LCB-
permitted special events;  

• Openings into and out of the alcohol service area may not exceed 10 feet and, if there is 
more than one opening along one side, the total combined opening may not be more 
than 10 feet;  

• The alcohol service area must have an attendant, waitstaff, or server dedicated to the 
area when patrons are present.  

• Finally, if the license type includes food service requirements, the required food service 
must be available in any alcohol service area.  

For multiple licensees to share an alcohol service area, the licensees must request approval 
from the LCB licensing division and meet requirements including:  

• The licensees' property parcels or buildings must be located in direct physical proximity 
to one another.  

• If the shared service area is located on public space, the licensees sharing the space 
must meet all requirements for alcohol service in public spaces, and shared use of the 
alcohol service area must be authorized by the licensees' local jurisdiction permits.  



• The licensees must maintain separate storage of products and separate financial 
records for the shared alcohol service area.  

• The licensees must use distinctly marked glassware or serving containers to identify the 
source of any alcohol product being consumed.  

• The licensees must complete an operating plan.  
• A licensee may not permit alcohol in an open container to be removed from the licensed 

premise, except to reenter the licensed premises where the alcohol was purchased.  
• If multiple licensees use a shared alcohol service area, all participating licensees are 

jointly responsible for any violation or enforcement issues, unless it can be demonstrated 
that the violation or enforcement issue was due to one or more licensee's specific 
conduct or action. 

A caterer's license allows the sale of spirits, beer, and wine, by the individual serving for 
consumption on the premises at an event location that is owned, leased, or operated either 
by the caterer or the sponsor of the event for which catering services are being provided. If 
the event is open to the public, it must be sponsored by a society or organization, which is 
defined to include certain nonprofit organizations and a local wine industry association. The 
licensee must serve food as required by the rules of the LCB.  

The special occasion license is for not-for-profit societies or organizations to sell spirits, 
beer, and wine by the individual serving for on-premises consumption at a specified event. 
The fee is $60 per day and they are generally limited to 12 calendar days per year.  

Except as permitted by law, it is a class 3 civil infraction for a person to open a package 
containing liquor or consume liquor in a public place. 

Summary   

The bill creates three new privileges relating to the outdoor service of alcohol.  

First, it creates a new application for any city, town, county, or port district to request to the LCB 
Board (and the Board may approve) expanded outdoor alcohol service for liquor licensees 
within the city/town, port district, or unincorporated parts of a county. This expansion can be 
limited to a specific part of a city/town, or it can be the entirety of a city/town/port district.  

If approved by the Board, the allowance would authorize:  

• All outdoor alcohol service areas to be enclosed by means of a permanent or movable 
barrier or by means of a permanent fence-free demarcation. 

• If the service area is on a sloped site, it would not need to meet minimum height 
requirements that apply elsewhere.  

• The openings into and out of the service area would not need to meet the maximum 10-
foot requirement, which would be left to local jurisdictions to set maximum openings 
requirements.  

• Licensees could share an outdoor service area with other licensees and businesses that 
do not sell alcohol, subject to state and local requirements. 

• An employee must be assigned to the outdoor service area but is not required to be 
physically in the service area at all times.  



• The requirement for a direct line of sight to the service area could be waived.   

These expanded outdoor service privileges would apply to specific liquor license types: beer 
and wine restaurants; spirits, beer, and wine restaurants; taverns; domestic wineries; domestic 
breweries and microbreweries; distilleries; and snack bars.  

Any city/town/county/port authority that asks for and receives approval for expanded outdoor 
service must provide, and document providing adequate local resources, including law 
enforcement patrols in the area and sanitation services to keep the area clean and litter-free.   

Second, the bill creates an application for expanded outdoor service allowance for cities, towns, 
or port authorities that have been designated as a fan zone or host city from an international 
self-regulatory governing body of a sports association. The FIFA World Cup is set for June and 
July of 2026, with the city of Seattle hosting matches, and with FIFA and the local host 
committee having identified other cities throughout Washington as official Fan Zone locations. 
The authorization can be used during a single multi-day event in each location in June and July 
of 2026. 

Finally, the bill creates an authorization for expanded outdoor service during events on a 
publicly owned civic campus in a city with a population of at least 220,000. Such cities could 
apply to the LCB and be approved for this expansion. These events would be capped at 25 per 
year, up to seven of which could be multi-day events. The expanded service could define the 
entire campus as an alcohol service area, with licensees on the campus selling alcohol during 
the events. The city and/or civic campus would need LCB approval on the event perimeter; 
security; physical barriers for all entry points and advance notification to the LCB before the 
event begins. Signage must be posted throughout the campus informing the public that the area 
is in use as an alcohol service area. The signs must be posted at least seven days before any 
event, and all licensees must create and submit a joint operating plan for the events.   

The LCB would have the ability to deny approval of civic campus events for violations of the 
signage requirements. Previous violations of liquor laws may be grounds to deny a licensee the 
ability to participate in future civic campus or Fan Zone events.  

On a civic campus, multiple licensees may share an indoor alcohol service area if they notify the 
LCB at least seven days before they will begin sharing the area, and the civic campus operator 
produces security and physical barriers at all entry points to the area, and the licensees sharing 
the area submit a joint operating plan to the LCB.  

For indoor and outdoor shared service areas, all licensees are jointly responsible for any 
violation or enforcement issue unless it can be demonstrated that the violation or enforcement 
issue was due to one or more licensee’s specific actions or conduct, in which case LCB could 
give the violation to those specific licensees.  

By Sept. 1, 2026, a city, town, county, or port authority that has requested and been approved 
by the LCB for expanded alcohol service and uses the authorization, must conduct a public 
engagement review by contacting local organizations, individual residents, businesses, and 
others in the local community where expanded alcohol sales and service occurred or is 
occurring, to gain a balanced understanding of how the activities were or are being experienced 
by people in the community.  

The public engagement review must include an examination of:  



1. Whether adequate local resources, including law enforcement patrols in the area, were 
or are provided during times that expanded alcohol service was or is offered, to ensure 
community safety;  

2. Whether services were or are provided to keep the area of the jurisdiction in which the 
activities occurred or are occurring clean and free of litter or other remnants of the use of 
public spaces for expanded alcohol service;  

3. The costs and benefits to the community of expanded alcohol sales and service 
perceived by residents throughout the community; and  

4. A local jurisdiction conducting a review must submit the results in a report to the LCB by 
Sept. 1, 2026 

A publicly owned civic campus that is approved for and uses the authorization for events must 
report to the Legislature and the LCB by Jan. 1, 2027. The report must include a description of 
the activities conducted, the benefits realized, and the challenges encountered, while 
implementing the legislation.  


