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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT 

OF INQUIRY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-101 (October 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency: Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board 

Subject of possible rule making: Title 314 WAC. The Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board (Board) is considering 
amending chapter 314-55 WAC, including WAC 314-55-102 on quality assurance and quality control, to expand heavy metal 
testing to adult-use cannabis and cannabis products as part of quality control requirements. Under WAC 314-55-102, testing 
for heavy metals is only required for Washington State Department of Health (DOH) compliant medical cannabis products as 
described in chapter 246-70 WAC in order to meet testing standards in WAC 246-70-050.  

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 69.50.342; RCW 69.50.345; RCW 69.50.348 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: Amendments to existing rules in 
chapter 314-55 WAC may be necessary to address a rulemaking petition accepted by the Board in January 2024 on 
expanding heavy metal testing to all cannabis products not just DOH compliant medical cannabis products. 

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these 
agencies: The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) establishes and administers cannabis testing laboratory 
quality standards and cannabis laboratory accreditation under chapters 16-309 and 16-310 WAC. The Washington State 
Department of Health regulates the sale and product standards of medical cannabis (chapter 246-70 WAC). LCB will 
coordinate rulemaking with these two agencies under our ongoing interagency coordination team (Cannabis Lab Analysis 
Standards Program [CLASP]) that consists of members representing LCB, DOH and WSDA. The CLASP team meets 
regularly and was created by HB 1859 (chapter 135, Laws of 2022) to establish and maintain cannabis laboratory quality 
standards.  

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

☐  Negotiated rule making 

☐  Pilot rule making 

☐ Agency study 

☒ Other (describe) Collaborative Rulemaking. Board staff will hold public stakeholder meetings to discuss rule 

changes being considered and solicit feedback prior to filing a rule proposal. Interested parties will then have an opportunity 
to submit written comments on the proposed rules during a subsequent public comment period and may present oral 
testimony at a public hearing announced with the publication of the rule proposal. 

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication by contacting: 

 (If necessary) 

Name: Denise Laflamme, Policy and Rules Coordinator Name:       

Address: PO Box 43080, Olympia, WA 98504 Address:       

Phone: 360-819-0452 Phone:       

Fax: 360-704-5027 Fax:       

TTY:       TTY:       

Email: rules@lcb.wa.gov Email:       

Web site: lcb.wa.gov Web site:       

Other:       Other:       

Additional comments: Anyone who is interested in this rulemaking effort is encouraged to sign up for the interested parties list 
(GovDelivery) at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WALCB/subscriber/new. Rulemaking notices and stakeholder 
engagement opportunities will be emailed via GovDelivery and posted to the LCB website at lcb.wa.gov.  

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WALCB/subscriber/new
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Date: June 18, 2025 

 

Name: Justin Nordhorn 
 

Title: Policy and External Affairs Director 

Signature: 

 
 


