AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-21-104, filed 10/21/13, effective
11/21/13)
WAC 314-55-102
Quality assurance testing.
(1) A third-party
testing lab must be certified by the board or their vendor as meeting
the board's accreditation and other requirements prior to conducting
required quality assurance tests. Certified labs will receive a certification letter from the board and must conspicuously display this
letter in the lab in plain sight of the customers. The board can summarily suspend a lab's certification if a lab is found out of compliance with the requirements of WAC 314-55-102.
(2) A person with financial interest in ((an accredited)) a certified third-party testing lab may not have direct or indirect financial interest in a licensed marijuana producer or processor for whom
they are conducting required quality assurance tests. A person with
direct or indirect financial interest in a certified third-party testing lab must disclose to the board by affidavit any direct or indirect
financial interest in a licensed marijuana producer or processor.
(((2))) (3) As a condition of ((accreditation)) certification,
each lab must employ a scientific director responsible to ensure the
achievement and maintenance of quality standards of practice. The scientific director shall meet the following minimum qualifications:
(a) Has earned, from a college or university accredited by a national or regional certifying authority a doctorate in the chemical or
biological sciences and a minimum of two years' post-degree laboratory
experience; or
(b) Has earned a master's degree in the chemical or biological
sciences and has a minimum of four years' of post-degree laboratory
experience; or
(c) Has earned a bachelor's degree in the chemical or biological
sciences and has a minimum of six years of post-education laboratory
experience.
(((3))) (4) As a condition of ((accreditation)) certification,
labs must follow the most current version of the Cannabis Inflorescence and Leaf monograph published by the American Herbal Pharmacopoeia or notify the board what alternative scientifically valid testing methodology the lab is following for each quality assurance test.
The board may require third-party validation of any monograph or analytical method followed by the lab to ensure the methodology produces
scientifically accurate results prior to them using those standards
when conducting required quality assurance tests.
(((4))) (5) As a condition of ((accreditation)) certification,
the board may require third-party validation and ongoing monitoring of
a lab's basic proficiency to correctly execute the analytical methodologies employed by the lab. The board may contract with a vendor to
conduct the validation and ongoing monitoring described in this subsection. The lab shall pay all vendor fees for validation and ongoing
monitoring directly to the vendor.
(((5))) (6) The lab must allow the board or their vendor to conduct physical visits and inspect related laboratory equipment, testing
and other related records during normal business hours without advance
notice.
(7) Labs must adopt and follow minimum good lab practices (GLPs),
and maintain internal standard operating procedures (SOPs), and a
quality control/quality assurance (QC/QA) program as specified by the
board. The board or authorized third-party organization can conduct
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audits of a lab's GLPs, SOPs, QC/QA, and inspect all other related records.
(((6))) (8) The general body of required quality assurance tests
for marijuana flowers((,)) and infused products((, and extracts)) may
include moisture content, potency analysis, foreign matter inspection,
microbiological screening, pesticide and other chemical residue and
metals screening, and residual solvents levels.
(((7))) (9) Table of required quality assurance tests.
Product
((Flowers to be sold as usable marijuana (see
note below))) Lots of marijuana flowers

((Flowers to be used to make an extract
(nonsolvent) like kief, hashish, bubble hash,
or infused dairy butter, or oils or fats derived
from natural sources
Extract (nonsolvent) like kief, hashish, bubble
hash or infused dairy butter, or oils or fats
derived from natural sources
Flowers to be used to make an extract
(solvent based), made with a CO2 extractor,
or with a food grade ethanol or glycerin
Infused extract (solvent based) for inhalation
made using n-butane, isobutane, propane,
heptane, or other solvents or gases approved
by the board of at least 99% purity
((Extract)) Infused extract for inhalation made
with a CO2 extractor like hash oil
((Extract)) Infused extract for inhalation made
with ((food grade)) ethanol or other approved
food grade solvent
((Extract made with food grade glycerin or
propylene glycol
Infused extract (nonsolvent) meant for
inhalation infused with kief, hashish, or
bubble hash
Infused edible
Infused liquid like a soda or tonic
Infused topical

Test(s) Required
1. Moisture content
2. Potency analysis
3. Foreign matter inspection
4. Microbiological screening
None

Sample Size Needed to
Complete all Tests
Up to 7 grams

None

1. Potency analysis
2. Foreign matter inspection
3. Microbiological screening
1. Foreign matter inspection
2. Microbiological screening

Up to 7 grams

1. Potency analysis
2. Residual solvent test
3. Microbiological screening (only if using
flowers and other plant material that failed
initial test)
1. Potency analysis
2. Microbiological screening (only if using
flowers and other plant material that failed
initial test)
1. Potency analysis
2. Microbiological screening (only if using
flowers and other plant material that failed
initial test)
1. Potency analysis

Up to 2 grams

1. Potency analysis
2. Microbiological screening

Up to 2 grams

1. Potency analysis
2. Microbiological screening
1. Potency analysis
2. Microbiological screening
1. Potency analysis
2. Microbiological screening

1 unit

Up to 7 grams))

Up to 2 grams

Up to 2 grams

Up to 1 gram))

1 unit
1 unit

(((8))) (10) Independent testing labs may request additional sample material in excess of amounts listed in the table in subsection
(((7))) (9) of this section for the purposes of completing required
quality assurance tests. Labs certified as meeting the board's accreditation requirements may retrieve samples from a marijuana licensee's
licensed premises and transport the samples directly to the lab and
return any unused portion of the samples.
(((9))) (11) Labs certified as meeting the board's accreditation
requirements are not limited in the amount of ((useable)) usable mari-
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juana and marijuana products they may have on their premises at any
given time, but they must have records to prove all marijuana and marijuana-infused products only for the testing purposes described in WAC
314-55-102.
(((10))) (12) At the discretion of the board, a producer or processor must provide an employee of the board or their designee samples
in the amount listed in subsection (((7))) (9) of this section or samples of the growing medium, soil amendments, fertilizers, crop production aids, pesticides, or water for random compliance checks. Samples
may be screened for pesticides and chemical residues, unsafe levels of
metals, and used for other quality assurance tests deemed necessary by
the board. All costs of this testing will be borne by the producer or
processor.
(((11))) (13) No lot of usable flower or batch of marijuana-infused product may be sold or transported until the completion of all
required quality assurance testing.
(((12))) (14) Any ((useable)) usable marijuana or marijuana-infused product that passed the required quality assurance tests may be
labeled as "Class A." Only "Class A" ((useable)) usable marijuana or
marijuana-infused product will be allowed to be sold.
(((13))) (15) If a lot of marijuana flowers fail a quality assurance test, any marijuana plant trim, leaf and other usable material
from the same plants automatically fails quality assurance testing also. Upon approval of the board, a lot that fails a quality assurance
test may be used to make a CO2 or solvent based extract. After processing, the CO2 or solvent based extract must still pass all required
quality assurance tests in WAC 314-55-102.
(((14))) (16) At the request of the producer or processor, the
board may authorize a retest to validate a failed test result on a
case-by-case basis. All costs of the retest will be borne by the producer or the processor.
(17) Labs must report all required quality assurance test results
directly into LCB's seed to sale traceability system within twentyfour hours of completion. Labs must also record in the seed to sale
traceability system an acknowledgment of the receipt of samples from
producers or processors and verify if any unused portion of the sample
was destroyed or returned to the licensee.
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